BIRMINGHAM CIRCUIT 5/1

Circuit Preaching Plan 2nd March – 25th May 2025 
 Superintendency Team: Rev Cleopas Sibanda, Rev Farai Mapamula

Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends
As we approach Lent, I have been looking at the Methodist Church resources Soul Food, centred on the lectionary readings and focussing on what nourishes and sustains us.  I’ve already signed up to the Methodist Church emails for 40 daily deliveries of spiritual nourishment through Lent: https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/soul-food/
We know that Jesus was talking about more than food when he said we cannot live by bread alone, but if I had to, I’d quite happily just eat bread, providing there was some good cheese to go with it!  Whilst bread (and cheese) is great, at this time of year having something warming to eat is a must.  I wonder what your favourite comfort food is.  Perhaps it’s a dish that you associate with childhood, family members or a special occasion. Is it something you cook yourself or best when cooked for you?  
There is something special about taking the time to eat together, we see this throughout the Gospels and the development of the early Church. Being intentional about spending time together and getting to know each other better is such an important part of the fellowship of the Church and made so easy by eating together. It’s also a relaxed way to invite friends and family members to come along and join in.  
Lent is a reflective time of preparation, often focusing on fasting, prayer and service or charity.  For some people abstinence is an important part of Lent, giving up life’s temptations helps to focus on our dependence on God but if self-denial is too much at the moment, perhaps a more proactive approach to Lent of giving and growth might be beneficial.  Putting God and others before yourself is a helpful way to journey towards Easter.
Perhaps during Lent you might like to focus on the nourishment and sustenance received from both the word of God and by eating together.  At Acocks Green Methodist Church we will be combining our Lent Lunches with a Lent Bible study. 
Giving to others helps us to focus on the blessings and provision of God and there are lots of different ways that we can so that.  We can all bring some warmth this Lent; in our welcomes, in our friendships, simply by spending time with people and in our correspondence – catching up on letter writing or reaching out by phone. An invitation to spend time together, share in a cuppa or a meal or even a meal made and dropped off for someone is nourishing and sustaining.  Perhaps making the time in Lent to start a new routine of connecting with others over food, will allow you to sustain the habit beyond Easter. We all need to eat, after all!
As we journey through Lent, let’s do so in fellowship with one another, nourished and sustained by both food and the word of God.
Every blessing
Rev’d Julie Clark







March 2025   
	CHURCH
	TIMES
	2nd March
Sunday Before Lent
	9th March
1st in Lent
	16th March 
2nd in Lent
	23rd March 
3rd in Lent
	30th March
4th in Lent

	Purple Mission and Ministry Team

	Beacon
	10:00 am
	C Lane
HC
	T Bailey
	R Bicknell
	C Lane
HC
	M Lucas

	Great Barr
	10:30 am
	S O'Hare
	Q Ababio
HC / HS
	L Laing
	O A
	L Laing

	Lozells
	10:30 am
	A Allport
	D Dorsett
t
	Q Ababio
HC
	C Homan
	S Ker

	Perry Barr
	11:00 am
	D Ker
	D Butterworth
	W Hudson
	O A
	Q Ababio
HC

	Perry Hall
	10:45 am
	Q Ababio
HC / HS
	O Ayeni
	O A
	G Davies
	D Dorsett
t

	Red Mission and Ministry Team

	Castle Bromwich
	11:00 am
	O A
	E Mitchell
O A
	P Bates
HC
	A Sampson
	S O'Hare

	Lyndon
	10:30 am
	I Howarth
HC
	M Beaven
	O A
Leprosy Sunday
	O A
	K Webber
P

	Lyndon
	5:00 pm
	H Cook
L P
	
	
	
	

	Nether Whitacre
	10:30 am
	F Beadle
	D Webb
	K Webber
HC
	O A
	C Giles

	Saltley
	10:30 am
	M Bell
HC
	O A
	E Mitchell
O A
	O A
	D Ker

	South 
Yardley
	11:00 am
	J Hudson
	K Webber
HC
	O A
	I Howarth
	O A

	St Andrew's C W
	10:30 am
	Anglican
	Anglican
	Anglican
	Anglican
	P Bates

	The Church at Carrs Lane
	10:30 am
	O A
Church Action on Poverty
	E Hutchinson
	C Sibanda
HC
	P Woodall
	C Homan

	Water Orton
	10:30 am
	G Day
	O A
P / BB
	O A
	K Webber
HC
	E Mitchell
O A

	Green Mission and Ministry Team

	Acocks Green
	10:45 am
	S Jenkinson
	J Clark
HC
	J Clark
	D Ker
	D Butterworth

	Cambridge Road
	10:30 am
	J Clark
HC / AA
	D Ker
	I Howarth
	S Jenkinson
	J Clark
AA









March 2025

	CHURCH
	TIMES
	2nd March
Sunday Before Lent
	9th March
1st in Lent
	16th March 
2nd in Lent
	23rd March 
3rd in Lent
	30th March
4th in Lent

	Green Mission and Ministry Team (Cont’d)

	Dorridge
	10.30am 
	R Keast
	C Hague
	J Keast
	C Hague
HC
	O A

	Hall Green
	10:30 am
	J Kreusel
HC
	F Hinds
	B Kesseler
	M Meatcher
	I Carnell

	Earlswood
	10:00 am
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	F Mapamula
	T McClelland
t
	J Craske
	G Davies

	St Michael's
	10:00 am
	I Crockford
HC
	P Hoar
	M Stephenson
HC
	I Crockford
	I Crockford
HC

	Shirley
	10:30 am
	G Davies
	L Helliar
	C Hague
HC
	J Keast
	C Hague

	Solihull
	10:30 am
	D Butterworth
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	O A
	M Bell
	P Woodall

	Solihull
	6:30 pm
	
	
	
	D Ker
HC / HE
	

	Trinity Monkspath
	10:00 am
	K Hawkings
	S Ker
	K Hawkings
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	O A

	Blue Mission and Ministry Team


	Chinese Church
	2:00 pm
	P T Chen
HC
	OA
	P T Chen
	P T Chen
	P T Chen

	Chinese Church Youth
	2:00pm
	
	
	
	M Bell
Youth Service
	

	Cotteridge
	10:30 am
	B Calvert
AA / P
	R Collins
	J Cooper
	F Mapamula
HC
	J Tomlinson

	Hawkesley
	10:30 am
	M Murphy
	Anglican
	Anglican
	N Headley
HC
	O A

	Hazelwell
	10:00 am
	L Weaver
	O A
	B Calvert
HC
	O A
	O A

	Longbridge
	11:00 am
	P Pardoe
O A
	C Sibanda
HC
	E Harris
t
	H Rose
O A
	A Sampson

	Northfield
	10:30 am
	C Sibanda
	N Headley
HC
	P Hoar
	J Dolman
	O A

	St Andrew's B30
	10:30 am
	C Ryner
	P T Chen
HC
	P Pardoe
O A
	M Mahachi
t
	M Murphy



	Selly Oak
	10:30 am
	F Mapamula
HC
	M Bell
	F Mapamula
	C Ryner
	F Mapamula

	Zimbabwean Fellowship
	12:00 pm
	O A
	O A
	O A
	O A
	O A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




April 2025
	CHURCH
	TIMES
	6th April
5th in Lent
	13th April
Palm Sunday 
	20th April
Easter Day
	27th April
2nd Sunday of Easter
	

	Purple Mission and Ministry Team

	Beacon
	10:00 am
	TBC
	TBC
	TBC
	TBC
	

	Great Barr
	10:30 am
	O Ayeni
	Q Ababio
HC
	O A
	L Laing
	

	Lozells
	10:30 am
	M Bell
	J Hudson
	Q Ababio
HC
	O A
	

	Perry Barr
	11:00 am
	C Ryner
	A Allport
	O Ayeni
	C Homan
HC
	

	Perry Hall
	10:45 am
	Q Ababio
HC
	D Ker
	O A
	W Hudson
	

	Red Mission and Ministry Team

	Castle Bromwich
	11:00 am
	K Webber
	E Mitchell
O A
	P Hoar
HC
	O A
	

	Lyndon
	10:30 am
	B Davis
	N Headley
CA
	D Ker
HC
	O A
	

	Lyndon
	5:00 pm
	K Webber
L P
	
	
	
	

	Nether Whitacre
	10:30 am
	O A
	F Beadle
	C Giles
HC
	O A
	

	Saltley
	10:30 am
	C Kirby
	P Hoar
	K Webber / E Mitchell
HC / C/M
	O A
	

	South Yardley
	11:00 am
	O A
	K Webber
	A Geary
HC
	O A
	

	St Andrew's C W
	10:30 am
	Anglican
	Anglican
	Anglican
	P Bates
	

	The Church at Carrs Lane
	10:30 am
	H Woodall
	T McClelland
t
	C Sibanda
HC
	E Hutchinson
	

	Water Orton
	10:30 am
	E Mitchell
O A
	G Day
P / BB
	TBC
HC / 9:30 am
	K Webber
	

	Green Mission and Ministry Team

	Acocks Green
	10:45 am
	J Clark
	I Howarth
	J Clark
HC
	J Clark
	

	Cambridge Road
	10:30 am
	R Keast
	J Clark
	I Howarth
HC / AA
	O A
	








April 2025


	CHURCH
	TIMES
	6th April
5th in Lent
	13th April
Palm Sunday 
	20th April
Easter Day
	27th April
2nd Sunday of Easter
	

	Green Mission and Ministry Team (Cont’d)

	Dorridge
	10.30am 
	C Hague
	L Helliar
	C Hague
HC
	F Beadle
	

	Hall Green
	10:30 am
	M Meatcher
HC
	A Cotgreave
	M Smith
	L Ramdharry
	

	Earlswood
	10:00 am
	O A
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	O A
	H Woodall
	

	St Michael's
	10:00 am
	I Crockford
HC
	I Crockford
HC
	I Crockford
HC
	J Hudson
	

	Shirley
	10:30 am
	A Wildbur
	C Hague
	B Calvert
HC
	C Hague
	

	Solihull
	10:30 am
	P Hoar
	P Bates
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	J Keast
	

	Solihull
	6:30 pm
	
	
	
	M Chitokwindo
HC / HE
	

	Trinity Monkspath
	10:00 am
	K Hawkings
	G Davies
	K Hawkings
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	

	Blue Mission and Ministry Team

	Chinese Church
	2:00 pm
	P T Chen
HC
	P T Chen
	P T Chen
	P T Chen
	

	Chinese Church Youth
	2:00pm
	
	
	
	J Clark
Youth Service
	

	Cotteridge
	10:30 am
	L Weaver
AA
	F Mapamula
HC
	G Hall
HC
	R Collins
	

	Hawkesley
	10:30 am
	P Pardoe
O A
	Anglican
	Anglican
	F Mapamula
HC
	

	Hazelwell
	10:00 am
	P Bates
HC
	O A
	M Churchouse
HC
	O A
	

	Longbridge
	11:00 am
	O A
	C Sibanda
HC
	W Hudson
	M Beaven
	

	Northfield
	10:30 am
	C Homan
HC
	O Ayeni
	T McClelland
HC / t
	C Sibanda
	

	St Andrew's B30
	10:30 am
	H Rose
O A
	P T Chen
HC
	O A
	H Rose
O A
	



	Selly Oak
	10:30 am
	F Mapamula
	W Hudson
	F Mapamula
HC
	G Davies
	

	Zimbabwean Fellowship
	12:00 pm
	O A
	O A
	O A
	O A
	


[bookmark: _Hlk93579957]



May 2025
	CHURCH
	TIMES
	4th May
3rd Sunday of Easter
	11th May
4th Sunday of Easter
	18th May
5th Sunday of Easter
	25th May 
6th Sunday of Easter
	

	Purple Mission and Ministry Team

	Beacon
	10:00 am
	TBC
	TBC
	TBC
	TBC
	

	Great Barr
	10:30 am
	A Allport
	J S
	Q Ababio
HC
	L Laing
	

	Lozells
	10:30 am
	S O'Hare
	J S
	W Hudson
	M Beaven
	

	Perry Barr
	11:00 am
	L Weaver
	J S
	D Dorsett
t
	Q Ababio
HC
	

	Perry Hall
	10:45 am
	Q Ababio
HC
	J S
	C Kirby
	S O'Hare
	

	Red Mission and Ministry Team

	Castle Bromwich
	11:00 am
	E Mitchell
O A
	O A
	N Headley
HC
	O A
	

	Lyndon
	10:30 am
	J Craske
	B Davis
	K Webber
H Cook
	O A
	

	Lyndon
	5:00 pm
	K Webber
L P
	
	
	
	

	Nether Whitacre
	10:30 am
	F Beadle
	K Webber
HC
	O A
	O A
	

	Saltley
	10:30 am
	J Hudson
	E Mitchell
O A
	O A
	O Ayeni
	

	South Yardley
	11:00 am
	K Webber
HC
	O A
	I Howarth
	S Odoom
	

	St Andrew's C W
	10:30 am
	Anglican
	Anglican
	Anglican
	P Bates
	

	The Church at Carrs Lane
	10:30 am
	R Becher
	O A
Young Adults
	C Sibanda
HC
	C Homan
Pride Service
	

	Water Orton
	10:30 am
	G Day
	O A
BB
	E Mitchell
O A
	C Sibanda
HC
	

	Green Mission and Ministry Team

	Acocks Green
	10:45 am
	R Keast
	J Clark
ACM
	O Ayeni
	J Clark
HC
	

	Cambridge Road
	10:30 am
	J Clark
HC
	W Hudson
	J Clark
AA
	H Woodall
	









May 2025


	CHURCH
	TIMES
	4th May
3rd Sunday of Easter
	11th May
4th Sunday of Easter
	18th May
5th Sunday of Easter
	25th May 
6th Sunday of Easter
	

	Green Mission and Ministry Team (Cont’d)

	Dorridge
	10:30 am 
	A Sanders
	C Hague
HC
	L Helliar
	S Clutterbuck
	

	Hall Green
	10:30 am
	M Meatcher
HC
	B Kesseler
	G Woolf
	M Meatcher
	

	Earlswood
	10:00 am
	P Bates
	D Ker
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	S Jenkinson
	

	St Michael's
	10:00 am
	I Crockford
HC
	I Crockford
	M Stephenson
HC
	G Davies
	

	Shirley
	10:30 am
	O A
	L Helliar
	A Wildbur
	C Hague
HC
	

	Solihull
	10:30 am
	M Chitokwindo
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	D Ker
	O A
	

	Solihull
	6:30 pm
	
	
	
	C Giles/S Kelley
HC / HE
	

	Trinity Monkspath
	10:00 am
	K Hawkings
	J Keast
	K Hawkings
	M Chitokwindo
HC
	

	Blue Mission and Ministry Team


	Chinese Church
	2:00 pm
	With Northfield
	O A
	P T Chen
	P T Chen
	

	Chinese Church Youth
	2:00 pm
	
	
	
	A Sampson
Youth Service
	

	Cotteridge
	10:30 am
	B Calvert
AA / P / C A
	Anglican
	F Mapamula
	R Collins
	

	Hawkesley
	10:30 am
	C Homan
	Anglican
	Anglican
	B Calvert
HC
	

	Hazelwell
	10:00 am
	O A
	O A
	C Hague
HC
	O A
	

	Longbridge
	11:00 am
	T McClelland
t
	C Sibanda
HC
	O A
	C Ryner
	

	Northfield
	10:30 am
	C Sibanda
HC / P T Chen
	P Woodall
	J Dolman
	P Hoar
	

	St Andrew's B30
	10:30 am
	M Murphy
	P T Chen
HC
	T McClelland
t
	E Harris
t
	



	Selly Oak
	10:30 am
	F Mapamula
HC
	F Mapamula
	O A
	F Mapamula
	

	Zimbabwean Fellowship
	12:00 pm
	O A
	O A
	O A
	O A
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




EASTER SERVICES

	CHURCH
	DATE AND TIME OF SERVICE

	
	

	Acocks Green
	5th March 2025 – 7.00pm – Joint Green Team Ash Wednesday Service at Shirley Methodist Church –
Rev Caz Hague, Rev Molly Chitokwindo, Rev Julie Clark

	
	

	Cambridge Road
	5th March 2025 – 7.00pm – Joint Green Team Ash Wednesday Service at Shirley Methodist Church – 
Rev Caz Hague, Rev Molly Chitokwindo, Rev Julie Clark

	
	

	Church at Carrs Lane
	5th March 2025 – 1.15pm – Ash Wednesday Holy Communion with Ashing – Rev Cleopas Sibanda

	
	14th April and 16th April 2025 – 7.00pm – Prayers for Holy Week on Zoom (please contact clerk@carrslane.co.uk for the link)

	
	17th April 2025 – 6.00pm - Maundy Thursday Shared Meal and Reflection with Breaking of Bread – Rev Elaine Hutchinson & 
Rev Caroline Homan

	
	18th April 2025 – Good Friday Ecumenical Walk of Witness – Stations of the Cross around the City Centre – starts at 10.00am from the Church at Carrs Lane

	
	Lent Group online Tuesday evenings 7-8pm using material from Embrace the Middle East called Hope in Hard Places – 
(please contact clerk@carrslane.co.uk)

	
	

	Cotteridge
	Please see church website

	
	

	Dorridge
	5th March 2025 – 7.00pm – Joint Green Team Ash Wednesday Service at Shirley Methodist Church –
Rev Caz Hague, Rev Molly Chitokwindo, Rev Julie Clark

	
	17th April 2025 – 4.00pm – Maundy Thursday Service –
Rev Caz Hague

	
	18th April 2025 – 4.00pm – Good Friday Worship – Rev Caz Hague

	
	

	Hall Green United Community Church
	18th April 2025 – Good Friday Service –
Rev Mark Meatcher

	
	

	Longbridge 
	5th March 2025 – 11.00am – Ash Wednesday Service at Northfield 

	
	17th April 2025 – 2.00pm – Maundy Thursday Service at Northfield

	
	18th April 2025 – 7.00pm - Good Friday Service

	
	

	Lyndon
	18th April 2025 – 11.30am – Walk of Witness and Good Friday Churches Together Service – 11.30am from Lyndon for a 12 midday service outside Savers, Coventry Road

	
	

	Nether Whitacre
	17th April 2025 – time TBC – Maundy Thursday Service

	
	

	Northfield 
	5th March 2025 – 11.00am – Ash Wednesday Service

	
	17th April 2025 – 2.00pm – Maundy Thursday Service

	
	18th April 2025 – 7.00pm - Good Friday Service at Longbridge

	
	

	St Michael’s 
	17th April 2025 – 7.00pm - Maundy Thursday Holy Communion – Rev Ian Crockford

	
	

	Selly Oak
	5th March 2025 – 10.30am – Ash Wednesday Service –
Rev Farai Mapamula

	
	17th Apil 2025 – 7.30pm – Maundy Thursday Holy Communion – 
Rev Farai Mapamula

	
	18th April 2025 – 10.30am – Good Friday Service –
Rev Farai Mapamula

	
	

	Shirley
	5th March 2025 – 7.00pm – Joint Green Team Ash Wednesday Service at Shirley Methodist Church –
Rev Caz Hague, Rev Molly Chitokwindo, Rev Julie Clark

	
	17th April 2025 – Maundy Thursday Service –
Rev Caz Hague

	
	18th April 2025 – 2.00pm – Good Friday Worship – 
Ruth and John Keast 

	
	

	Solihull
	Every Saturday from 1st March - 26th April 2025 – 
8.30am – 10.00am – Lent & Easter Breakfast

	
	17th April 2025 – 7.00pm – Maundy Thursday Communion

	
	18th April 2025 – 2.00pm – Good Friday Meditation

	
	

	South Yardley
	18th April 2025 – 9.30am – Good Friday Meditation

	
	19th April 2025 – 11.00am Churches Together Easter Witness – Yew Tree Yardley

	
	

	Water Orton
	20th April 2025 – 8.00am – Easter Breakfast








